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Cleveland1 was murdered, but America did not go mad. You can't think of emasculating a whole nation. Cut off the heads of assassins but not of their parents, don't wipe out villages. Villages would have silent sympathy, but how can you help it? If you repress them, you will stimulate them all the more. Every step would be taken, until we have driven them into a corner. But the British mind is not in a temper to do anything more. In South Africa the Prime Minister's feat would be called 'Tun-making". What an equivocal declaration? I should make the best use of it, put the best interpretation on it, and pin him to it. But Government must understand India would not allow Bengal to lie prostrate. Failing all these, if the declaration bears only my interpretation, then there is only one alternative possible.
BJNGSLEY MARTIN : Hoare has had a fight with MacDonald and the latter has won. And on that ground too you should restrain yourself.
GANDHIJI: Not if things in India continue to be as black as they appear to be here. In South Africa I had 16 who became 16,000.
KINGSLEY MARTIN :    Certain new measures you think would be necessary?
GANDHIJI . If the ordinary law could not cope with the situation, then I should have special powers. I know Sir Charles Tegart who threw all propriety to the winds.
NEVINSON :   What changes would you have?
GANDHIJI : I would want complete responsibility for Central Government. For Central subjects provinces would [not] have to be responsible. Subject to responsibility of Provinces to the Centre, they should have complete autonomy. I would not have a bicameral system. We do not want to reproduce the House of Commons.
LASKI :    Don9t reproduce the House of Lords.
GANDHIJI : Even the House of Commons worries me. If you had a Central Legislature for Ireland, Scotland and England, you would have a smaller House of Commons. I would not be satisfied without adult suffrage. At a stroke I arm the untouchables with tremendous power. My criterion would be that the representatives know what they talk about and that they are incorruptible. Would you trust the Liberal Party to effect a change? I trust to its good intentions, but not its capacity to put them into
1 Presumably a slip for President William McKinley who was shot by an anarchist in 1901